








FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2010 COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS AND LEADERSHIP REPORT 

CALENDAR YEAR 2011

CHURCH COUNCIL:
Chair Dave Larimore 
Secretary  Phyllis Beeson 
Treasurer Ann Hughey 
Lay Leader Judy Hiner 
Lay Member to Annual Conference Burton Walker (2008-2012)
Lay Member to Annual Conference Tony Wood (2008-2012) 
Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference Janice Walker (2008-2012)
Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference Connie Nehrbass (2008-2012) 
Chair of the Board of Trustees Elected by the 2011 Trustees
Chair of the Finance Committee Kathy Wood 
Chair of the Staff-Parish Committee Julie Thompson 
President of United Methodist Woman Carmen Winston
Membership Secretary  Pat Layton 
Vision Team Representative TBA
United Methodist Youth Representative Brian Walker 
Nurture Work Area Chair TBA
Outreach Work Area Chair Jan Hester 
Witness Work Area Chair Mary Kai Brandenburg
DCOM Representative TBA
Emergency Disaster Coordinator Tony Wood 
At Large Gene Hughey, and Betty and Dewey Gearhart 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
Class of 2011 Betty Sandon, Pat McCoy and John Hester 
Class of 2012 Max Williams, Burton Walker, Iris Alban,  
Class of 2013 Grace Irma Cook, Eric Brandenberg, Jared Dobbins

Archives and History Committee: Jay Shearhart
Ex-Officio: Mildred Beiter, Dave Larimore

PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE:

Class of 2011 Gail Misch, Julie Thompson (Chair) and Bill Jones 
Class of 2012 R.E. Layton, Linda McFate, and Sue Carpenter
Class of 2013 Susie Sprague, Jay Shearhart, Danny Funk

VISION TEAM (APPOINTED BY THE PASTOR):
Steve Miller, Becky Dobbins, Dave Larimore, Tony Wood, Judy Hiner, Jay Shearhart, and Bill Jones
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FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
Chair Kathy Wood 
Lay Leader Judy Hiner 
Lay Members to Annual Conference Burton Walker and Tony Wood 
Trustees Representative To be elected by the 2011 Board of Trustees
Treasurer Ann Hughey 
Assistant Treasurers Delores Johnson and Marjorie Ray
United Methodist Women Treasurer Marjorie Ray
At Large Members: Class of 2011: Thora Bloomcamp and John Hester 

Ex-Officio: Mildred Beiter

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT:
Class of 2011 Dick Foster and Charlotte McMurry 
Class of 2012 Jeanne Page and Randi Bearnhart
Class of 2013  Jared Dobbins (Pending Approval by Church Council) and Nancy Garton

NURTURE WORK AREA: 
(FORMERLY WORSHIP, EDUCATION, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE, SCHOLARSHIPS)

Class of 2011 Iris Albin, Mary Kengle, and Sheri Richards 
Class of 2012 Dick Foster, Helen Brown 
Class of 2013 -
 Irene Crandall, Church Librarian

OUTREACH WORK AREA  (FORMERLY MISSIONS)
Class of 2011 Jo Locke and Jody Hamby 
Class of 2012 Louise Click and Terry Gregory 
Class of 2013 Denise Tatman, Jan Hester (Chair), Bill Jones

WITNESS WORK AREA  (FORMERLY EVANGELISM) 
Class of 2011 Paula Miller and Charlotte McMurray 
Class of 2012 Nancy Wright and Dick Foster 
Class of 2013 Heather and Jeff Allen, Mary Kai Brandenburg (Chair)

MISCELLANEOUS
Communion Stewards (First Service) Cheryl and Ron White and David and Jeanne Page 
Alternates (First Service) David and Marla Larimore 
Communion Stewards (Second Service) Janice Walker 
Alternates (Second Service) Nancy Wright
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PASTORS’ REPORT
John and Jennifer Collins

 This is the sixth year that we have been appointed to the Coffeyville First United 
Methodist church.  We have experienced more deaths in the congregation this year than in any of 
the other years during our time here.  Because of this, there has been a sense of loss that lies 
beneath the surface of our life together. We have attempted to address this issue while continuing 
to move forward.  At the same time, we have had several new families and individuals come into 
the church this past year—again, more than in any other year that we have been here.  We had 
four adult professions of faith, another record.  We have tried to find ways for new folks to 
become connected to the rest of the community of faith, while at the same time trying to enable 
the long time members to continue to grow in their ministry of prayers, presence, gifts, service, 
and witness.  We continue to look for ways to involve children in the life of the church.  This 
year has marked the return of acolytes to the 10:50 a.m. worship service.  This was started in the 
spring and has been a welcome addition to the service both for the acolytes (second through 
fourth graders) and for the church as a whole.  This past summer, we helped four children and 
youth with scholarships to go to camp at Camp Chippewa or Institute at Baker University.  We 
have more that are wanting to go this next summer.  Our Vacation Bible School that was held in 
July went very well.  We had fewer children this year, as our VBS ended up coinciding with Tyro 
Christian’s Vacation Bible School.  However, we had a great group of children and volunteers 
and had a very enjoyable week with, “Galactic Blast: A Cosmic Adventure Praising God.”
 In addition to the scholarships given to help children and youth attend camp, we also 
gave out scholarships to attend school.  We gave scholarships to two CCC international students 
who had been a part of First UMC while they were here at school.  We again gave a scholarship 
to Travis Walker to help with his seminary education at Illiff School of Theology.
 Small groups are key to nurturing faith within the life of the church, and we continue to 
look for ways to involve more people in small groups and to offer a variety of studies to reach 
the greatest number of people.  Earlier this year we offered a Lenten study on the Lenten 
devotional book, Get Over Yourself, God’s Here! by Kate Moorehead.  This was very well 
received and we have ordered several copies of the Advent devotional book she wrote for this 
coming Advent season.  We just recently finished a Bible Study on the book of Philippians, and 
are looking forward to other Bible and book studies in the future.  The Vision Team has just 
finished a video/book study on N.T. Wright’s book entitled, Simply Christian.  The Vision Team 
did this study as a way to nurture the group spiritually, to help them continue their work of 
visioning for the Church.  
 In addition to our short term studies, we also have our ongoing small groups, such as, 
Sunday School classes, Youth Group, Men’s Prayer Breakfast, and UMW.  Our Youth Group is 
small but committed.  It is exciting to watch our youth grow in their faith and lead others.  This 
fall, we have been hosting FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) meetings.  Brian Walker, as 
one of the leaders of the high school FCA group, and the leader of the District Council on Youth 
Ministry, has been instrumental in having our church host different youth events.  The UMW, in 
addition to their regular meetings and lessons, have hosted several after-church meals and have 



given all the money raised to missions.  These meals have served to help foster a time of 
fellowship as well as help fund various missions.
 We seek to grow closer to God through our worship together each Sunday.  Through the 
images projected on the screens, prayers, scripture readings, musical selections, and the message, 
we seek to provide a coherent theme each week.  We continue to support the Special Sundays of 
the United Methodist Church, as well as local projects, through special offerings taken 
throughout the year.  The Choir, which sings at the second service, has grown this past year and 
is currently working on a Christmas Cantata in addition to their regular Sunday morning 
anthems.  
 We continue to try to reach out to the community, especially to children and their 
families.  We provide lice kits to Community Elementary School for children who come down 
with lice but cannot afford the lice treatment.  This helps not only the family involved, but also 
the school as a whole.  Last Christmas, in response to a need from the school, we had an 
Underwear Tree, where we collected socks and underwear for the school.  These items are kept 
at school for when a child has a need during the school day.  This fall we partnered once again 
with the Salvation Army Community Service Volunteers for the “Pack Their Packs,” program.  
We helped raise money, buy supplies, fill the backpacks and deliver the backpacks to the school.  
This year the program filled at least 530 backpacks for children in need.  This number is down 
from last year, but we continued to fill all the requests we received at enrollment.  There were 
simply fewer requests this year.  This year we saw our best turn out ever for Trunk or Treat.  We 
handed out 312 church magnets to children this Halloween and we ran out of hot dogs, juice and 
popcorn.  We had planned for 300 and will plan for more next year.  We also continue to show 
VeggieTales’ videos, accompanied by popcorn and drinks, free of charge to the public.  
 We continue to reach out to the community through our Food Pantry, our Good Samaritan 
Fund, our Christmas Baskets, and our Change the World Park Project.  Since we have more 
extensive office hours than most other non-profits in town (at the current time), we have 
continued having a Food Pantry in the church and offering sacks of groceries for those in need.  
Our Good Samaritan Fund helps those who come into economic hardships, both those who are a 
part of the church as well as those who are not.  Shortly before Christmas, we increased our 
participation in the Salvation Army Christmas Baskets project, putting 35 baskets for families 
who have applied with the Salvation Army for these food baskets.  The filling of the baskets 
always provides a sense of community to those who help put them together.  Our care of the 
community extends to the care for the environment as we are one of the only places in town that 
collects items for recycling.
 One of the big projects that is happening this year is the acquisition and refinishing of 
pews that we bought from the Assembly of God church in Caney, KS.  The pews are now 
refinished and we are waiting on the new pew ends before the pews will be installed.  Other 
improvements to the church property this year include a new wooden cross that is hanging in the 
lobby and new benches in the empty lot to the west of the church.  The cross was made by Tracy 
Alban, shortly before he died.  The benches are the latest addition to our “green space,” that we 
hope to keep improving in the years to come.  The benches have often been used by students 
from Coffeyville Community College, just down the block from the church.


