
Church News
From the Pastors’ Blog, August 25, 2009: Book Club to Run for 5 Weeks 

The book club gatherings for The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis will run 5 weeks. The basic theme of the 
book is that Heaven and Hell cannot co-exist within us. In the end being in heaven means ridding ourselves 
of every bit of hell, every bit of sin, even the ones we currently enjoy. The title was meant in reference to 
and contradiction of The Marriage of Heaven and Hell by William Blake. The edition we’ll be reading 
begins with a quote from George McDonald:

“No, there is no escape. There is no heaven with a little of hell in it—no plan to retain this or that of the 
devil in our hearts or our pockets. Out Satan must go, every hair and feather.”

Wikipedia provides a summary of the book if you want to know more before committing yourself. Spoiler 
Alert: the plot summary runs all the way through the end of the book.

Link: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Divorce#Plot_summary

From the Pastors’ Blog, August 21, 2009:  CCC Scholarship 

This 2009-2010 school year we will again be raising money to help with Joshua Mendy’s tuition, books and 
fees. Joshua is a United Methodist Coffeyville Community College student from Gambia who attends the 
8:10 worship service.  Just before he left Gambia to come to the United States last year, Joshua’s father died 
and he faced the hard choice of coming to CCC or staying home. His family decided that it would be best 
for him to complete his education. He could really use our help so that money can be left for his brothers 
and sisters. Checks should be made out to First United Methodist Church with “Scholarship: Joshua Mendy” 
in the memo line.

Update (August 27, 2009): we have raised $505 so far.

Pack Their Packs Final Statistics

We now have some final statistic on the Pack Their Packs program that we co-sponsored with the Salvation 
Army Community Service Volunteers. All told 650 back packs were filled with school supplies and given to 
Coffeyville area students. Of these, 117 had been affected by the 2007 flood. Between the collection boxes 
that were placed around town and the special offerings received at the church, $1,790.41 was raised. 
(Unfortunately we are not able to provide a breakdown between monies received in the boxes around town 
and monies received at the church.) Additionally, we may not yet be done, we’re told that some parents may 
be waiting to enroll their children until after labor day.
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Parsons District Ninth Annual Igniting Ministry Celebration

The Parsons District Celebration will be held Sunday, September 13, 2009 at 2 pm at Otterbein United 
Methodist Church (631 W 7th, Chanute, Kansas). This event is sponsored by The Parsons District Office 
and the Parsons District Council on Ministries and begins at 2:00 pm. The guest is Rev. Julienne Judd, 
pastor of the Lawrence Indian and Sullivan Chapel UMCs and a member of the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference. There will be a carry-in dinner following. More information is available at the 
church office. 

Community Potluck Dinner (Submitted by PINCH)

The people of First United Methodist Church are invited to attend the 3rd Annual Coffeyville Community 
Pot Luck Dinner on Saturday, September 26, 2009. This is a unique opportunity to meet and greet people 
from other Coffeyville congregations.

Here is an opportunity to Celebrate our Unity as a community, instead of being segregated into our separate 
church buildings.  COME, bring a friend & food to share and expect a good time.  There will be food, music 
and celebration of our unity.  Though we have differences (cultural background, religion, race, status), still 
we have unity as a community.  Let’s celebrate our unity!

Join us at the Senior Citizen Center, 601 S. Walnut, 5:00pm, on Saturday, September 26, 2009.   This event 
is sponsored by PINCH (People for Institutional and Community Harmony). Please bring food to share.  
Everything else will be provided.

Upcoming Sermon Series Bible 101

Pastors Jenny and John Collins will be preaching an “Introduction to the Bible” sermon series beginning the 
first Sunday in September. The working sermon titles for the seven part series are as follows: 

Part 1: A Most Unusual Book 

Part 2: Torah — The Nature of God, the Intended Nature of Israel

Part 3: Prophets — Reminders of God’s Intentions

Part 4: Ketuvim — A Much More Dignified Word than Miscellany

Part 5: The Four Gospels and Acts — Tell Me the Stories of Jesus

Part 6: The Epistle: — Letters to and About Churches

Part 7: The Ongoing Role of the Bible in Our Lives and our Life Together.

Capital Campaign Postponed Until 2010

The Finance Committee has decided to postpone Coffeyville First UMC’s continued participation in the 
Kansas East Conference “Bridges to the Future” Capital Campaign until January 2010.
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Prayer Concerns
Please Note: due to privacy concerns, the prayer concerns are not included in the downloadable 
version of the parish visitor.
 

If you know of any changes that need to be made to the prayer concerns please fill out the form found 
in the Sunday bulletin, call the church office at 620-251-3240, or email linda@coffeyvillefirstumc.org.

Our Giving
August 02, 2009: General Operating Fund — $3,520.16; Board of Trustees — $55; Sunday School Offering 
— $26.50; Genesis, Inc. — $10; Pack Their Packs — $508.65 

August 09, 2009: General Operating Fund — $5,713.16; Board of Trustees — $30; Sunday School Offering 
— $30.22; Bridges to the Future  —  $10;  Pack Their Packs  — $90

August 16, 2009: General Operating Fund — $1,806; Board of Trustees — $14; Sunday School Offering — 
$29.50; Pack Their Packs — $10.; Emergency Assist Fund — $6

August 23, 2009:  General Operating Fund — $3,419; Board of Trustees — $42; Sunday School Offering 
— $19.70; CCC - Joshua Mendy Scholarship — $370

 Quotable
From the Pastor’s Blog August 26, 2009: Voice of the Day

 Regular readers of this blog know my feelings about radio preachers and yet even a stopped clock is right 
twice a day. Heard from a preacher on the radio:

“God is more concerned about [what you do with] the 90 percent you keep then the 10 percent you give 
away.”

Amen.
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September Birthdays 4 Bernice Hansen
 5 Connie Cox
 6 Randi Bernhart
 7 Mike Banta
 8 Phil Bernhart and Karen Foster
 9 Tom Bumgardner and Gail Traxson
 11 Ruby Sallee
 12 Betty Gossard 
 13 Tawnya Eck
 18 Anna Pool
 19 Gary Johnson and Kevin Pool
 20 Jared Dobbins
 24 Vicki Rauch and Brian Walker
  25 Kathryn Long, Kathy Thompson, Rick Thompson and
   D.L. Wood
 26 Virginia Anning
 28 Helen Webster

October Birthdays 2 John Beeson
  3 Thora Bloomcamp
  5 Carolyn Roberson
  8 Larry Sallee
  9 Arlene Griffiths
  10 Dewey Gearhart and Janice Walker
  11 Florrie Hurlbutt
  12 Mike Mason and Burton Walker
  14 Helen Brown
  16 Wilma Johnson
  18 Sarabelle Jones
  24 Jim Beals and Arlene Donley
  25 Bernard L. Wade
  27 Irene Guest
  28 Jean Potter
  29 Billie Borum and Pat Hatfield
  30 Janie Williams

31 Irene Crandell

We are listing birthdays for two months so that additions can be made before a birthday passes. Please let us 
know of any additions or corrections that are needed.
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Regular Weekly Events
Sunday   8:10 am Worship in the Chapel (Small Worship Area)

  9:30 am Sunday School and Coffee Time

  10:50 am Worship in the Sanctuary (Large Worship Area)

  5:00 pm Youth

Monday  7:15 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)

Tuesday  12:00 pm Al-Anon Meeting in the Library

Wednesday 6:00 pm Choir Practice

September 2009 Church Calendar
Monday, Aug 31 Church Office Closed

Wednesday, Sept 2 5:15 pm  Trustees

Thursday, Sept 3 5:00 pm  UMW Executive Board Meeting

  5:30 pm  UMW Unit Meeting in Fellowship Hall – Birthday Dinner

Sunday, Sept 6 Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Monday, Sept 7 Labor Day Observed – Office Will Be Closed

Tuesday, Sept 8 Linda Beever will be gone for approximately 2 weeks due to surgery

  9:00 am Salvation Army Community Service Volunteers Executive Board

  7:00 pm Book Club: The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis

Wednesday, Sept 9 5:15 pm Vision Team

Thursday, Sept 10 5:15 pm Pastor Parish Relations Committee

Monday, Sept 14 12:00 pm Matinee Musicale Luncheon

Tuesday, Sept 15 7:00 pm Book Club: The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis

Wednesday, Sept 16 1:30 pm UMW Circle 1

Sunday, Sept 20 2:30 - 7:00 pm Baptist Youth

Tuesday, Sept 22 7:00 pm Book Club: The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis

Tuesday, Sept 29 7:00 pm Book Club: The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis
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Contact Us
Pastors: Revs. John and Jenny Collins    Church Secretary: Ms. Linda Beever

Physical Address: 304 W 10th ST, Coffeyville, KS 67337

Phone: 620.251.3240    Fax: 866.333.1299    Website: www.coffeyvillefirstumc.org

Pastors’ Email: johnandjenny@revcollins.com    Secretary’s Email: linda@coffeyvillefirstumc.org

First United Methodist Church
304 W 10th ST
Coffeyville, KS 67337

                Place Address Label Here
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